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Captain’s Report
Twilight Golf
Just wanted to make mention again of the numbers 
at Twilight Golf, they have been awesome! Regularly 
getting over 60 players for Twilight is a great result 
for the club. The Twilight Championships have just 
been run and won, congratulations to Paul Tinson 
on winning the A Grade and Geoff Nunn B Grade. 
The Handicap championships will be held early 
March.

Wednesday Warriors
I’d like to take this opportunity to make mention 
of the Warriors who always do a great job, but of 
late with Steve being off with his knee (All the best 
with the recovery, hope its coming along ok) the 
works being performed by the warriors has been 
outstanding. With the above being said, I’d like to 
give a special shout out to Beany, filling the void 
whilst Steve was off and doing a great job, well  
done Beany and more importantly Thank You.  

Course Condition
I am sure Steve will cover things in his supers report, 
yes we’re aware the 5th is not looking great, but 
we’ve seen improvements in the 1st and the 4th 
greens, and the 1st fairway is looking absolutely 
outstanding. 

I would just like to take this opportunity to share 
that we have now formed a ‘Course Committee’ this 
will act independently from the BOM and Match 
Committees, whilst actions and recommendations 
will still need to be forwarded and approved by the 
BOM, I think its important for members to gain 
an understanding that we are not just sitting back 
letting things unfold, a lot of plans happen behind 
the scenes. 

Pennants
Division 1 have had an outstanding season, likely 
to finish top unless things go horribly wrong on 
Sunday at Sandy Creek. Warren Burns looks likely 
to be division 1 player of the year, with Michael 
Mottrom sitting second. Division 1 have 7 players 
inside the top 12! An outstanding achievement.  

In Division 2, David Garrick is sitting inside the 
10, with myself and Wayne Rocher just outside. 
Division 2 need a good win this week against Sandy 
Creek to make the finals. 

Division 3 have had their best season thus far, 
unfortunately due to other results going against us, 
this Sunday at Sandy Creek is a dead rubber and we 
can not progress to the finals. 

Jake Polkinghorne is sitting inside the top 10 for 
division 3 player of the year, with Jake Holland and 
Dean Harmer sitting just outside. Both ‘Jakes’ being 
in their first season of pennants look to have a great  
future as Pennant players for the club. 

We had one division 1 player have an ‘incident’ 
on the 16th green last week in pennants, but push 
through to the 18th, it is a credit to him lol I am sure 
it was a very uncomfortable walk! 

I’d like to ‘follow through’ with this…………..

Footy Tipping
Could members interested in joining a Mawson 
Lakes footy tipping contest please forward their 
interest to me, this will just be ran through the AFL 
Tipping site, obviously prizes will be determined by 
the level of entrants, we’d be looking at a $25-$30 
entry fee.

Thanks all, may you continue to keep your scores 
low.

Shaun Holland
Club Captain

HAPPY HOUR
Every Friday
5pm to 7pm

Come on down and support the club - 
heavily discounted drink prices, 

bring your friends (even your family)!
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Greetings from the shed
Firstly, a big thank you to Tony Bean, Kev 
Polkinghorne, Brenton Davy, Robbo & his very 
merry men for looking after the golf course during 
my absence. The lads did a fabulous job. Secondly, 
to those well-wishers who have inquired about 
my welfare post partial knee replacement surgery 
I thank you for your kind words and it is most 
appreciated. The bumble bee recovery is progressing 
slowly and has unfortunately developed some 
complications over the past ten days which by the 
time this article is posted in the newsletter, those 
complications will have been remediated.

Enough of that…..onto why you’re reading this 
course report.

After a promising start to the growing season 
pertinent to rainfall we have had none since and 
have obviously had to rely on our irrigation system.  
From time to time the irrigation system will 
suffer breakdowns just as every working system 
on the planet will suffer from the aging process. 
Understandably, these breakdowns require repair 
and most of the time the repairs take time to fix 
correctly which uses up my time to be doing other 
jobs required around the course. Naturally, with 
irrigation breakdowns, turf quality suffers and this 
has been evident in certain areas of the course.

Greens

Some of our greens have suffered over the past six 
weeks being the 1st, 4th, 5th & 7th.

Our greens are largely built on clay with the “new 
greens” at 2, 4, 6 & 9 being built with a mixture of 
soils and sand. To quote that our profiles are not 
conducive to establishing and maintaining elite 
playing surfaces would be an understatement. 
Therefore, a planning process is currently being 
negotiated to be put in place.

Establishment of a bentgrass nursery in the area 
where the small practise tee is being 1000 square 
metres in size. The type of bentgrass to be used 
will be a decision I make in consultation with our 
agronomists. However, the type of bentgrass to be 
used will have anti-poa, heat and traffic tolerance 
characteristics.

The current turf on the practise tee will be harvested 
in the coming weeks and laid along the edge of 
the pathway at the first hole. Given the design of 
irrigation implemented on the first fairway, manual 
watering will be required to keep the turf alive 
until the correct irrigation design is implemented 
which will provide coverage of the entire 1st fairway 
automatically.

Once the nursery bentgrass has been seeded upon 
completion of the correct profile construction with 
drainage, we will need to wait until the nursery 
has matured before any of the course greens can 
be reconstructed correctly. The rebuild of any 
green is an enormous task that is expensive if using 
contractors. I intend to do most of the excavating 
and construction work myself with the Warriors to 
remove the current bent turf to be used to remediate 
any other greens suffering from damage. 

The profile will be excavated to a depth of 400mm 
with the removed soil to be used to create mounding 
along the fence line at the 7th fairway from 100m 
past the forward men’s tee right up to the rear of the 
green. Two ladies tees will also be constructed at the 
7th. Drainage trenches and a drainage pit will then 
be excavated and an appropriate drainage system 
implemented. 

The entire excavated area will then be filled with Mt 
Compass grey sand, compacted and a final shaping 
process undertaken to give us our new green profile. 
New bent turf will then be harvested from the 
nursery and using ply foot boards, will be rolled out 
onto the newly constructed greenscape. The time 
taken to complete a task like this depends on how 
many volunteers can regularly provide time or the 
availability of contractors.

Unfortunately, attempting to complete repair jobs 
to our damaged greens is “good money being spent 
after bad”. I know what our bent turf growing 
issues are and we need to resolve the problems 
permanently.

Whilst undertaking a project like this I need to 
remain cognisant that the everyday maintenance of 
the golf course must continue. 
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If any member wants a more detailed understanding 
of the greens replacement program, most of you are 
welcome to come and see me personally. However, 
please be mindful that I am happy to explain 
the program but I won’t debate the merits of the 
program.

Mass Turf

Given the lack of rain this summer as is normally 
the case in this very dry state, I’m content with 
the improvement in the condition of our mass 
turf, in particular our fairways. The top dressing 
will resume now that I’m back from a very painful 
leave as well as the constant checking that our I25 
irrigation heads continue to rotate as they have a 
tendency to malfunction and we don’t know they’re 
malfunctioning until we see the area brown off. 
Again, this is a task requiring time.

As expected, with the change in how we irrigate our 
fairways, now watering the rough we are starting 
to see the kikuyu march into the rough zones. 
Hopefully, in a few years we will have some rough 
that is turfed which will look awesome and play just 
as awesome.

Bunker maintenance was not completed during 
my absence as time ran out to train an able body 
to undertake this type of work. A lot of work goes 
into correctly line trimming the lips, replacing 
sand on faces, boarding bases level and providing 
the finishing touches to present the bunkers in 
great condition. Most of the time of preparing a 
bunker goes into moving sand back to the centre 
of the bunker as it is raked towards the edge. I 
have managed to educate some members on how to 
correctly rake a bunker and I am happy to continue 
to provide that education to those interested. The 
reality is that each member should be interested!

If any member has a concern with how the course 
is being presented please do not hesitate to write to 
your committee. Generally, I will receive an action 
item requiring a priority response. The response 
may not be the one you expect but it will be based 
on fact. Rumours, spouting etc. about how I, or the 
committee are not doing a good job only contribute 
to creating a toxic environment usually based on 
personal agenda or grievance. Most of us are better 
than that and personally, I encourage members to 
have a voice and that does include calling out this 
type of toxic behaviour, respectfully of course, and 
reminding those people that certain behaviours are 
not befitting in a golf club.

Well done to our pennant teams this season thus 
far and with one round to go I am led to believe that 
the top two divisions are in contention. I’m sure 
there are those who will be happy to correct me if 
I’m wrong about this but nonetheless, the club is 
experiencing a bumper pennant season. Well done 
to all players, caddies and supporters.

In conclusion, I’ve noticed since my return an 
increase in unrepaired pitch marks. Could we please 
all fix a couple of pitch marks per green to remediate 
this blight on our greens? Makes my job just a little 
easier in providing a good playable putting surface 
irrespective whether or not the surface is green or 
brown.

Steve Maddaford
Course Superintendant

PLEASE  
REMEMBER
Ground staff have right 

of way on the course  
AT ALL TIMES!

Prize pool $936
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Monthly BBQ Cook
We are still on the hunt for a Monthly Medal BBQ 
Cook to help out the first Saturday of each month. 
Perhaps you can assist for half the day (before or 
after your round?), have a friend or family member 
that may be interested?

If you or someone you know is interested, please get 
in touch with Linda. 

Room Stewards
Are you able to help out for a few hours?

We are always looking for people to help out in the 
clubrooms, whether that is for a couple of hours, 
a full shift or available as a back up when we get 
caught short. Duties include stocking the fridge, 
putting buggies away, picking up flags etc.

If everyone can pitch in to assist, it allows all 
members and volunteers the chance to relax after 
their game. As the saying goes, many hands make 
light work!

January Monthly Medal
Steven Ward

A Grade Twilight Champion
Paul Tinson

B Grade Twilight Champion
Geoff Nunn

Competition Winners

WE
WANT
YOU!

Membership Fees Due
All members that have an email address on file have 
been sent their invoice for membership renewal.

If you haven’t received your invoice, please see one of 
the Room Stewards.

NOTE
1. If you are paying via direct credit into our bank 

account YOU MUST include the invoice number 
or your name as a reference. Without either of 
these your renewal will be delayed.

2. If you are paying at the club via cash or credit 
card, please remember to bring in your invoice.

3. If you want to pay via EziDebit instalments, 
please complete the appropriate paperwork 
and have returned by 11th March to ensure 
processing and first payment is made by 1st 
April.

Once payment has been made and allocated, you will 
receive your 24/25 membership tag.

We have already received a payment without this information 
on the 19th February - if it was you, please contact the 
Secretary!

REMEMBER
If you have not paid by 1st April you will be 
unfinancial and you will lose your permanent 
playing spot. If you don’t have a permanent spot and 
would like one - please email the club requesting 
to be placed onto the waiting list, including your 
preferred time. If you are successful in securing a 
spot, you will be notified.


